The " Sussex " Incident

most important negotiations should have been carried on partly
in Washington, and partly by Colonel House in Berlin. The
Ambassador wanted, therefore, to use the opportunity of the
Sussex incident to assert himself, and expressed a desire to
visit G.H.Q. and explain the American point of view in person
to the Emperor. On the ist May, Mr. Gerard was received
by thV Emperor, in the presence of the Imperial Chancellor,
on which occasion he received the assurance contained in his
telegram. Karl Helfferich's account in Weltkrieg gives the
impression that the question of American mediation was men-
tioned for the first time on the ist May. The two journeys of
Colonel House, which were of far greater importance than Mr*
Gerard's visit to G.H.Q., are not mentioned in the Helfferich
account. For the rest I have to rely for my information about
events in Germany on this and other publications, in addition
to the evidence given before the Commission of the National
Assembly. In any case, Colonel House regarded the telegram
from Berlin as the sequel of his own negotiations there, which
point was placed beyond all doubt by the text of the information
he communicated to me. In order to inform myself on my
side also as to the attitude of our Government, I sent the follow-
ing telegram to Berlin, to ascertain whether the information
from the American Ambassador was in accordance with the
facts:

TELEGRAM IN CIPHER
" Washington, No* 26, 4th May.   {
" House informs me that Gerard has 'cabled that we would
agree to the President's mediation, and that a visit from House
to Berlin, with this object, would be welcomed. Nothing
known here about solution of Lusitania question* Mediation
naturally depends on this running smoothly, which would be
most easily assured by cessation of submarine campaign during
negotiations/'
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